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WATSON'S ABT JOTJKNAL. 




NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 1867. 



PUBLICATION OFFICE, 80« BROADWAY. 



COMPLIMENTARY PRESENTATION TO 
MR. GEORGE F. BRISTOW, THE COM- 
POSER. 



An event occurred on 'Friday evening, the 
21st inst. , which excited much interest in the 
musical and artistic world. Mr. George F. 
Bristow, the well-known and talented Amer- 
ican composer, had sat for his portrait to Mr. 
B. Irwin, an artist of repute, intending to 
purchase it, but some of his friends and ad- 
mirers seized hold of the opportunity to show 
at once their estimation of him as a musician, 
and their esteem and respect for him as a 
man, by purchasing and presenting it to him. 

As soon as the portrait was finished, the 
date of the presentation was decided upon, 
but it unfortunately fell so late in the month 
of June, that a large number of the subscrib- 
ers were absent in the country. The meeting 
was not as large as was anticipated, but it 
ww strictly a representative one. Major- 
General Sandford, one of Mr. Bristow's old- 
est friends, was called to the chair, and an- 
nounced Robert D. Holmes, Esq., late Grand 
Master of the F. A. M.'s, of the State of New 
York, es the orator of the evening. 

Mr. Holmes, in presenting the gift in the 
names of the subscribers, made some elo- 
quent.and pertinent remarks upon the musi- 
cal growth of America, and the necessity of 
fostering the talent that rises above the sur- 
face, so that music as a creative art may take 
its stand in this country side by side with the 
groat painters, poets and inventors. He 
traced Mr. Bristow's career up to the present 
time, showing how he commoncod his musi- 
cal life in an orchestra, gaining aU the varied 
ond necessary information and experience in, 
prpbably, the roughest school of the art, but 
certainly the most practical. He then brought 
him Jaftfore the audience as a Symphony 
writer, and as the only representative of that, 
the highest Jorm of music, that America has 
yet produced, others having simply attempt- 
ed Programme music. He stated how the 
Symphonffes and Overtures of Mr. Bristow 
had been performed, with distinguished suc- 
cess, at the New York Philharmonic Society, 
and afterwards, by Jullien, in this country 
with his oelebrated orchestra, who was so im- 
pressed by their beauty, that he took copies 
with him, and performed them with like suc- 
cess at his concerts in Europe. So that Mr. 
Bristow has a European reputation, as the 
only Symphony writer that America has pro- 
duced. 

Mr. Holmes then alluded to the brilliant 
suooess of Mr. Bristow's American Opera, 



" Rip VanJWokle," which was produced at 
Niblo's Garden by Miss Louisa Pyne, and 
ran for nearly thirty nights, and would to-day 
hold the stage, only we have had no English 
operatic company competent to produce it. 
This is the opera which Mr. Maretzek offer- 
ed to produce, but who, af^er several hun- 
dreds of dollars were expended in procuring 
a translation and the necessary parts of the 
opera, did not produce it. 

Mr. Holmes also alluded to the production 
of Mr. Bristow's first grand oratorio, "Praise 
to God," proclaiming it a work of distin- 
guished merit, and stated the fact of the ad- 
vent of his new great work, the oratorio of 
' ' Daniel, " which the Mendelssohn Union will 
produce in the Fall, and which reliable critics 
pronounce his finest and most striking 
composition. Mr. Holmes, whose remarks 
were received with much enthusiasm, con- 
cluded, after highly complimenting the artist, 
by saying that he looked upon Mr. Bristow 
as the " Coming Man," in American musical 
art. 

Our reporter, who was present, though un- 
recognized, thinks that one who has so suc- 
cessfully entered the field with Symphonies, 
Overtures, Opera and Oratorio, might reas- 
onably be considered as a man that had al- 
ready come. We think our reporter is cor- 
rect. ' . • 

Mr. Bristow responded to Mr. Holmes' 
speech with much feeling and modesty, and 
General Sandford then adjourned the meeting 
from labor to refreshment. Our reporter has 
left no positive record of the proceedings of 
the evening, further than that General Sand- 
ford's health was very cordially drank, to 
which the General responded, in his usual 
terse and happy style, and that' afterwards 
the health of every Art and Science was duly 
proposed and responded to, and that the very 
best and kindliest feeling prevailed until 
the company adjourned at eleven o'clock, 
passing in file before the portrait and saluting 
it. Honor to the composer and the painter. 

We would remark, that no testimonial of 
admiration and ' esteem was ever more cordi- 
ally tendered, or more entirely deserved. 
Americans should be proud of their one rep- 
resentative man in music, and prove their es- 
timation of his mental and moral worth, by 
stamping the production of his new and truly 
fine Oratorio, "Daniel," with the seal of suc- 
cess, artistic and pecuniary. 

TERRACE GARDEN CONCERTS. 



The second Sunday Evening Concert, at this 
popular place of amusement, notwithstanding 
the threatening appearance of the weather, 
was attended by a large and fashionable 
audience — in faot, the Garden was crowded. 
The programme was selected with much care 
and gave entire satisfaction, (o#the perform- 



ance was excellent. June, so far, has been 
rather a dreary month for out of door music, 
but it was curious to see how the people 
flocked to. Terrace Garden upon the fointett 
show j-pf good weather. We believe, how- 
ever, that the coming July and August, will 
be rich harvest"" months for Theo. Thomas 
and all concerned. 

To-morrow evening, the. third Sunday 
Evening Concert will be given, and as there 
is every prospect of fine weather, we may 
look for on overflowing audience at Terrace 
Garden. Tea, coffee, lemonade, edibles of 
every kind, ice-cream, &c, &.c, will be 
furnished from the hotel, so that no one 
need go away hungry or thirsty. 



"LA FRANCE MUSICALE," AND THE 
CORRESPONDENT OF THE N. Y. 
WEEKLY REVIEW. 



We copy to-day an article from "La France 
Musicale" in reference to the mendaeious- 
correspondent of the Weekly Review in Paris. 
It talks plain language, and administers a 
scathing rebuke to the delinquent. Other 
French papers have also taken the matter 
up in the some view, and a f eeling of strong 
indignation seems to pervade the critical and 
professional circles in Paris at so flagrant a 
deviation from truth, designed to sacrifice 
the reputdtation of an Artist to serve a 
base business end. We give the article 
entire. 

(From La France Musicale.) 

UN INCIDENT REGRETTABLE. 



On s'occupe toulours beaucoup dans le 
monde musical, des pianos exposes dans la 
section des pianos americains, au palais du 
champ de Mars, et c'est tout simple, puis- 
qu'ils ne cessent d'attirer d'une facon toute 
speciale l'attention des visiteurs. Nous 
sommes sur de ne constaterqu'nnfaituniver- 
sellement aver6, en affirmant que les pianos a 
queue exposes per MM. Chickering, de New- 
York et Boston, ont une sup4£orite tres- 
morqu£e sur ceux de leurs concurrents. 
Mais nous comprenons que ceux-ci soutien- 
nent la lutte avec obstination, et s'efforcent 
de ramener a euxl'opinion publique, qui 
jusqu'a present ne leur a pas ete favorable. 
Rien de plus naturel et de plus noble tout a" 
la f ois que la lutte de l'intelligence et du tra- 
vail, quand des deux cotes elle est soutenue 
avec une entiere loyaute. C'est alors una 
source feconde d'emulation, ou plutot c'est 
la vie m6me de l'industrie et des arts Jiber- 
aux ; mods si, au contraire, dans une telle 
lutte, l'un des combattants fait usage d'armes. 
discoui'toises, oh ! alors, les consciences, 
honnetes se revoltent et il appartient aux 
organes. de l'opinion de protester contre de 
aemblables manoeuvres. 

Ces reflexions nous sont 8U£gerees par nn. 



